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ÅFirst in the nation to use salt for regular winter road 
maintenance

ÅApproximately 1 million tons of salt is applied in New 
Hampshire annually

ÅA million tons of salt would fill two-thirds of the 
Empire State Building

ÅOver-application of salt and improper storage  
contributes to chloride contamination in NH

ÅChloride impairment trend is worsening (18 in 2008, 
40 in 2010, and currently over 50 impaired 
waterbodies)

ÅChloride contamination of water supply wells has 
increased by 150 percent over last 30 years







A Statewide Issue





Reasons for Oversalting?

Level of service expectations/human 
behavior

Liability ςSlip and Fall Claims

Lack of education/no required 
education to apply salt



Science

meets

Management



I-93 Expansion

Double the size of the highway.

Bigger off and on-ramps.

Park-n-rides.

Drainage -- open to closed system. 

More plowing = more salt.





In 2013, House Bill 523 created the Voluntary 

Commercial Salt Applicator Certification Program: 

Green SnowPro

NHDES Green SnowPro certified Commercial Salt Applicators and 

property owners who hire them, are granted limited liability 

protection against damages arising from snow and ice conditions.



Application and Certification 

Required Coursework Application
Annual Renewal

ωSalt Use Report

ωContinuing Education 



2013/2014 Winter Season

Å35 Green SnowPro certificates issued

Å22 companies

2025/2026 Winter Season
ÅOver 750 Green SnowPro certificates issued
Å171 companies
Å3 Municipal Green SnowPro certificates issued



Municipal Green SnowPro
ÁThe Voluntary Municipal Winter Maintenance Certification administrative 

rules were adopted May 2024

ÁAllows municipalities to be recognized for their commitment to reducing 
salt usage in their communities

ÁThree levels of certification available: Standard, 
Advanced, Expert

ÁDetailed documentation requirements 

ÁAdvanced and Expert require implementing and 
documenting salt reduction BMPs

ÁFuture program goal of funding to provide grants to 
assist with buying equipment and implementing BMPs



Portsmouth

Dover

Hooksett



Education is 
Essential

Snowfighters Seminar



Winter Salt Week

ÅLast week of January

ÅCollaboration of organizations across 

the nation to raise awareness of the 

impacts of winter salt

ÅDaily livestream webinars

ÅLocal events and outreach

Wintersaltweek.org
 

https://wintersaltweek.org/
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Understanding Local PW Challenges
ÅStaffing constraints

ÅChange culture 
ÅLack of confidence in materials and process
ÅNeed for education

ÅBudget pressures

ÅLimited space for material options

ÅAging equipment and dated technology

ÅPublic complaints and liability concerns
Åά.ŀǊŜ ǇŀǾŜƳŜƴǘέ

ÅStorm uncertainty 


