Table 2 - Dock Types Pros & Cons
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Seasonal Pipe/ Allows for small dock width/footprint, stable, Minor impact to lake bottom, must be removed

Cottage Life, 2008. Dock Primer: A Cottager’s Guide to Water-

Wood Post relatively lightweight, minimal shoreline impact in winter to prevent ice damage, not suitable for front Friendly Docks. The Fisheries and Oceans Canada — Ontario
possible mooring large boats Edition. www.cottagelife.com

Pile Can be very stable, minimal shoreline impact pos- | May require energy intensive de-icing to prevent
sible, construction allows for small dock footprint, | winter ice damage, permanent impact to lake NOAA, May 2005. Management of Small Docks and Piers:
may be suitable for mooring large boats depend- [ bottom Best Management Practices. National Oceanic and Atmospheric
ing on dock size Adpministration (NOAA). www.noaa.gov

Crib Very stable, suitable for mooring large boats May require energy intensive de-icing to prevent

NHDES, 2010. Pressure Treated Wood: Can It Be Used in New
Hampshire's Waters? Environmental Fact Sheet: WD-BB-19. NH
Department of Environmental Services (NHDES). www.des.nb.gov
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State of Lllinois, March 2001. Lake Notes: Pressure-Treated Wood.
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The "Lake Friendly" Dock

The most lake friendly docks ate those that have the
least impact to the shoreline and the lake bottom and
are narrow and short. Lake friendly maintenance of
a dock means using no wood treatment or cleaning
chemicals. Many common materials used for con-
structing a dock and their pros and cons are listed

in Table 1. Dock types and theier pros and cons are
listed in Table 2.

Unsustainable Wood Products

Redwood and some South American woods such as
mahogany and ipe are slow decaying woods but are
only available by removing them from rainforests.

Rainforests are home to the world's largest varieties

~of animal and plant species (biodiversity) and also
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harmful in small quantities to fish and other aquatic
organisms. The US Environmental Protection Agency
recommends that PTW should not be used where it
comes into contact with public drinking water. NH
DES however advises against the use of pressure
treated wood in any waters in the state. Since there
have been concerns about potential health and envi-
ronmental impacts from these chemicals leaching into
soil and water, Table 1 provides suggested alternatives
and their pros and cons.

ood Treatment

The most lake friendly treatment for wood is no treat-
ment at all as it avoids the use of any chemicals that
may be harmful to our environment and you. If you
feel you must treat your dock, do it on land over a tarp
to catch any spills or drips and let it dry thoroughly
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Aluminum Very long lasting, low maintenance, Expensive, i
lightweight, high strength suitable for | heatupint
posts/piles & stringets, recyclable 1
material o :
Stainless Steel Very long lasting, low maintenance, re- | Very expe ‘
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