
Residential 
Interests

Developers’ 
Interests

Common 
Interests



Regional Resources
Regional Planning Commissions (9 Statewide)



State Resources

NH Dept of Transportation 
dot.nh.gov

NH Department of Safety                  
dos.nh.gov

NH Department of 
Environmental Services 

des.nh.gov





NHDES Laws and Rules

des.nh.gov/rules-and-regulatory/administr
ative-rules

Example of Rules & Regs



NHDES OneStop – Wetlands Search
https://www4.des.state.nh.us/lrmonestop/



NHDES Public Records Request
https://desnh.justfoia.com/publicportal/home/newrequest



NHDES Compliance Reviewers By 
Region



GEORGEʼS MILLS, LAKE SUNAPEE 

“Managing Proposed 
Land Development 
Projects in Your 
Watershed”



Development 
concerns

► Water Quality
► Traffic Safety
► Public Access to Boat Ramp
► Maintenance of Rural 

Residential Character 



► Large, multistory 
commercial building

► Removal of trees and 
other vegetation on 
steep slopes and 
shorelines

► Increased impervious 
surface

► Increased runoff into 
tributary stream

Project 
Impacts



Knowing 
the Process
► Zoning and Planning 

Regulations
► DES Permitting 

requirements
► Opportunities for 

public comment
► How to make your 

public comments 
constructive



Get organized and 
work together
► Lake Associations and Citizens 

Groups
► Conservation Commissions
► Local Representatives
► Selectboard Members
► Town Managers/Administrators



They will have experts, you should too



Documenting Concerns



► “In the end, the consensus 
seemed to lean toward denying 
the application without 
prejudice, given the lack of 
essential information and 
unresolved concerns about 
traffic, stormwater 
management, state permits, and 
the overall appropriateness of 
the proposed project for the 
location.”

► The Board acknowledged that 
the applicant would need to 
address the issues raised before 
resubmitting any proposal in the 
future.

Concerns were
heard



Informing the Permitting Process
► Share concerns with DES
► Include photos and videos
► Involve your Conservation 

Commission



Planning for 
the future

► Master Plan
► Zoning Districts
► Zoning Ordinances
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