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New Hampshire’s Changing Climate & Lakes:
A Special Focus on Lake Impacts
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New Hampshire is home to some of the cleanest and healthiest
lakes In the country.
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But, our lakes in New Hampshire are showing more and more
signs of being stressed.

Climate change is making it worse.



NHLAKES

Weather extremes are having extreme impacts on the health of
our lakes...

and extreme impacts on our enjoyment of our lakes,
and on our economy.
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We are experiencing slightly more rain, but in fewer, more intense
storms.
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This is causing increased periods of flooding and drought.
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Flooding causes large volumes of runoff water to flow into lakes.

L

Runoff washes in pollutants that fuel the growth of plants, algae,
and blooms of dangerous bacteria and toxic cyanobacteria.
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Periods of drought result in low lake water levels.

Low water levels cause access issues & navigation hazards, reduced
In-lake wildlife habitat areas, & stress drinking water sources.
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On average, “ice-in” Is occurring later & “ice-out” Is occurring earlier.

\\J
41\

A shorter period of ice cover means a longer growing season for
plants (invasive plants, too!), algae, and toxic cyanobacteria.
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A shorter period of ice cover and less solid ice reduces opportunities
for on-ice activities.

Less ice on our lakes means less tourism, and less tourism revenue
for local economies and the state economy.
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r: general, warmer summer lake water temperatures fuel more plant
algae, bacteria, and cyanobacteria growth. |
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With warmer air temperatures, our deeper lakes may stratify earlier
and for longer periods.

arm
oxygen- rich
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This could increase oxygen depletion in the bottom layer,
and may cause nutrients to be release from the sediment.

Nutrients would be mixed throughout the lake during fall “turnover”...
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....causing algae and cyanobacteria blooms.

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
DATE: November 6, 2020
CONTACT: Amanda McQuaid (603) 271-0698 (D), 848-8094 (C)

State Warns of Late Season Cyanobacterial Blooms in New Hampshire

Comcord, NH - Cyanobacterial blooms have been observed along shorelines of a faw lakes and ponds this week. Alerts have been issued {and bloom photos have been
shared) for Webster Lake in Franklin, Mippe Pond in Barrington, Danforth Ponds in Freedem, Swains Lake in Barrington and White Oak Pond in Holderness, NHDES
advises lake users and their pets to avoid contact with the water in areas experiencing elevated levels of cyanobacteria. Be cautious of lake water that has a surface
scum, changes colors, or appears to have green streaks or blue-green flecks aggregating along the shore. Please continue to monitor shorelines for changing
conditions and avoid contact.

Cyanobacterial blooms have been observed along shorelines of a few lakes and ponds this week, Alerts have been issued (and bloom photos have been shared) for
Webster Lake in Franklin, Nippe Pond in Barrington, Danforth Ponds in Freedom, Swains Lake in Barrington and White Qak Pond in Holderness. NHDES advises laks
users and their pets to avoid contact with the water in areas experiencing elevated levels of cyanobacteria. Be cautious of lake water that has a surface scum, changes
colors, or appears to have green streaks or blue-green flecks aggregating along the shore. Please continue to monitor shorelines for changing conditions and avoid
contact.
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In general, as our lakes warm new invasive species may be able to
survive and thrive in our lakes.




New Hampshire’s changing climate is making our work for clean and
healthy lakes more challenging, but more important than ever.
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