
Green Mountain Conservation Group is a nonprofit, 501(c)(3) charitable organization established in 1997.

Mission Statement:

Green Mountain Conservation Group protects the lakes, rivers and groundwater of the greater 

Ossipee Watershed, its aquifer, land, and associated natural resourcesto ensure prosperous 

communities and a healthy ecosystem for all.



Our key programs are R.E.A.L.

Our mottos are άIŜŀƭǘƘȅ ǿŀǘŜǊΣ ƘŜŀƭǘƘȅ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΗέandά²ŀǘŜǊ ƪƴƻǿǎ ƴƻ ōƻǳƴŘŀǊƛŜǎΗέ











Danforth Ponds, Freedom, New Hampshire

Parcel mosaic from NH GRANIT (https://granitview.unh.edu/)



123 acres total





Impaired water quality on the Danforth Ponds

ÅHistory of cyanobacteria bloom warnings since 2018
Å[ƛǎǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 9t! ƛƴ нлнн ŀǎ ŀƴ άƛƳǇŀƛǊŜŘ ǿŀǘŜǊ ōƻŘȅέ



Cyanobacteria in Danforth Ponds since 2018



5ŀƴŦƻǊǘƘ tƻƴŘǎ ƭƛǎǘŜŘ ŀǎ άƛƳǇŀƛǊŜŘέ ōȅ 9t! ƛƴ нлнн

Visit at: https://www.epa.gov/tmdl/region-1-impaired-waters-and-303d-lists-state#iw-nh

https://www.epa.gov/tmdl/region-1-impaired-waters-and-303d-lists-state#iw-nh


Friends of the Danforth Ponds
The Friends of Danforth Ponds was formed in 2021 as a 
sustainable effort to promote strategies for a healthier 
Danforth Ponds by collaborating with homeowners, 
town officials, and conservation groups.

Through long-term planning and action, homeowner 
education, and the adoption of comprehensive Best 
aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ tǊŀŎǘƛŎŜǎΣ ǘƘŜ CǊƛŜƴŘǎ ƻŦ 5ŀƴŦƻǊǘƘ tƻƴŘǎΩ 
primary focus is the preservation of water quality.

Our continuing endeavors will ensure a thriving 
Danforth Ponds where recreation is enjoyed, plants 
and wildlife flourish, and economic well-being is 
guaranteed for future generations of homeowners and 
their families.



In 2023, The United States Environmental Protection Agency awarded a 
$100,000 proposal submitted by Green Mountain Conservation Group 

(GMCG) and the Friends of the Danforth Ponds (FDOP) to follow through 
on recommended measures to restore water quality on the Danforth 
tƻƴŘǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘŜŘ ŀǎ άƛƳǇŀƛǊŜŘέ ōȅ ǘƘŜ bŜǿ IŀƳǇǎƘƛǊŜ 

Department of Environmental Services.

Friends of the 
Danforth Ponds



Ossipee Lake Watershed Management Plan

Available online at http://www.gmcg.org/watershed_management_plan/

Provides comprehensive guidance for actions needed to preserve water quality into the future.





Shoreline Survey Results
Parcels were evaluated by environmental engineers from 
Forest Bell Associates for five difference metrics that measure 
the contribution of sediment and runoff:

- Buffer Width (1-5)
- Exposed Bare Soil (1-4)
- Shoreline Erosion (1-3)
- Slope of Shore (1-3)

¢ƘŜ ƳŜǘǊƛŎ ǎŎƻǊŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀŘŘŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ƻƴŜ ά{ƘƻǊŜƭƛƴŜ 
5ƛǎǘǳǊōŀƴŎŜ {ŎƻǊŜέ ŦƻǊ ŜŀŎƘ ǇŀǊŎŜƭΦ hƴƭȅ ǇŀǊŎŜƭǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀŘ 
structures were evaluated. 



Watershed Management Plan
Key Recommendations for protecting future water quality

A reduction in phosphorus and nonpoint source pollution can be achieved through these key actions:

POLLUTANT CONTROLS
Implement Stormwater Control Measures (SCMs) at high impact sites.

EDUCATION
Inform landowners on SCMs, and best management practices with an emphasis on septic system 

maintenance.

FUTURE PLANNING
Recommend adjustments to town zoning rules

for new and redevelopment of shoreline property



Identifying high priority sites for storm water control

1.North end of Middle Danforth 
Pond, owned by Danforth Bay 
Camping Resort.

2.A cluster of private homes at 
the midpoint of Middle 
Danforth Pond.

3. South end of Lower Danforth 
Pond along Ossipee Lake Road 
(Freedom town road).



Stormwater Control Measures: High priority private home sites

A neighbored on Middle Danforth shared a 

ŘƛǎǘǳǊōŀƴŎŜ ǎŎƻǊŜ ƻŦ άƘƛƎƘέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ²ŀǘŜǊǎƘŜŘ 

Management Plan. 



High point of shared drive
on Middle Danforth Pond.

Identifying stormwater runoff at shorefront properties


